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Application for Champs De Elysees Ravine Vegetation and Fuel Reduction Removal 
Attachment D


	 	

Sec%on	I.	Organiza%onal	Informa%on	-	Grant	Applicants		
a. The	 Champs	 Emergency	 Preparedness	 Team,	 contact	 Lucy	 Hardcastle	 -	 PO	 Box	 515	

Forestville	Ca	95436,	lucybhardcastle@gmail.com	707-480-9426.	Our	responsibility	is	to	
engage	the	neighborhood,	document	the	need	for	help,	gather	tes%monials	and	produce	
a	video	outlining	the	process	of	this	journey	so	other	communi%es	could	follow	suit.		

b. Circuit	 Riders,	 Che	 Causal,	 CEO	 che.casul@circuitriders.org,	 707-328-6776,	 whose	
responsibility	 is	to	use	this	site	to	train	his	crew	on	vegeta%on	management	in	fire	risk	
areas.	He	will	organize	and	map	out	dangerous	vegeta%on	removal	then	later	conduct	a	
controlled	burn.	

Sec%on	II	Project	Descrip%on	
The	Goal	and	Outcome	–	Clean	up	overgrown	and	large	amounts	of	dead	vegeta%on	in	a	ravine	
leading	to	hundreds	of	homes	in	the	Champs	De	Elysees	neighborhood.	We	do	this	by	hiring	the	
vegeta%on	management	organiza%on	Circuit	 Riders.	 The	 Facts	 –	A	 good	por%on	of	 Forestville	
along	the	river	is	made	up	of	ridges,	ravines,	and	canyons.	Many	steep	areas	in	those	canyons	
cannot	 be	 developed	 due	 to	 the	 difficulty	 of	 access.	Over	 %me	 those	 untended	 canyons	 and	
ravines	have	become	a	serious	fire	risk.	Our	proposal	today	addresses	one	such	ravine	located	
off	Champs	De	Elysees	in	Forestville.	

Why	this	one?	A`er	all,	its	less	than	an	acre,	however	it	abuts	over	a	dozen	proper%es	located	
along	 Nazielle	 Road,	 Chateau	 Thierry,	 Orchard	 Extension	 and	 Farrell	 Drive	 (see	maps).	 Those	
proper%es	have	homes	where	people	 live,	 that	have	been	 in	existence	for	decades	and	which	
lead	directly	 to	hundreds	more	homes	along	 the	 ridgelines.	We	are	 talking	 families	with	kids,	
seniors,	places	where	neighbors	know	each	other	and	get	together.	These	are	thriving,	diverse	
neighborhoods.		

Why	Us?	We	started	 the	Champs	Emergency	Preparedness	Team	a`er	a	Forestville	Town	Hall	
mee%ng	two	years	ago.	Fire	Chief	Dave	Franchesci	addressed	167	of	us	on	how	to	best	protect	
our	 homes	 from	fire.	He	 encouraged	 us	 to	 form	neighborhood	 groups	where	we	 could	 band	
together	to	assist	one	another	in	case	of	disaster,	a`er	all	his	firemen	couldn’t	be	everywhere	at	
once.	Developing	self-reliance,	taking	responsibility,	and	knowing	who	would	need	help	gefng	
out	in	case	of	evacua%on	would	end	up	making	each	neighborhood	safer.	Our	Team	chose	the	
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MAP	Your	Neighborhood	model	 under	 the	 guidance	of	 Skip	 Jirrels,	 Sebastopol’s	 Public	 Safety	
Outreach	Coordinator.	We	hosted	mee%ngs,	 learned	about	the	challenges	of	 living	 in	our	area	
and	the	opportuni%es	we	have	to	improve	our	chances	in	case	of	fire.	Our	first	step?	Hardening	
our	 homes.	 A	 Fire	 Department	 assessment	 of	 the	 houses	within	 the	 Champs	 neighborhoods	
gave	property	owners	sugges%ons	on	ways	to	be	safer.	 	A`er	much	trimming	up	and	trimming	
back	risks	remained,	right	in	our	own	backyard.	Right	in	that	ravine!		

Our	 proposal	 is	 simple.	 Our	 Emergency	 Preparedness	 Group	 contract	with	 Circuit	 Riders	 and	
their	ecologically	conscious	vegeta%on	management	program,	to	come	clear	up	this	hazard.	 It	
won’t	 take	more	than	a	day	to	clear	 this	½	acre	with	the	proper	tools	and	trained	(and	being	
trained)	 personnel	 to	 do	 the	 job.	We	 need	 this	 help	 as	 the	 job	 is	 more	 than	 any	 individual	
neighbor	can	do.	We	don’t	have	the	skill	set	or	quite	frankly	the	strength	to	get	this	done	on	our	
own.	Later	in	the	year	our	proposal	includes	the	opportunity	to	have	a	Circuit	Rider	crew	return	
to	help	with	a	controlled	burn	as	per	their	sugges%on.	The	total	%me	frame	would	be	two	days	
over	a	6-months	period.		

In	 addi%on	 to	protec%ng	 the	homes	above	and	beyond	 that	 ravine,	 a	 cleared-out	 canyon	will	
protect	a	dependable	walking	escape	 route	 from	the	 top	of	 the	hill	 to	River	Road,	a	pathway	
which	 was	 used	 as	 access	 for	 former	 PG&E	 and	 current	 water	 district	 “meter	 readers.”	 This	
escape	route	could	be	a	key	to	saving	lives	in	case	a	fire	comes	through	and	people	are	unable	
to	drive	out	fast	enough.	

Sec%on	III.	Project	Work	Schedule	
This	 work	 project	 will	 be	 completed	 by	 December	 2021.	 Dates	 with	 Circuit	 Riders	 to	 be	
determined	according	to	their	schedule.		

Sec%on	IV.	Cost	of	Project	-	$9,000	
The	CEO	of	Circuit	Riders	determined	 it	would	take	one	day	with	his	crew	to	work	the	½	acre	
with	 a	 “medium”	 fuel	 removal	 at	 $4,000.	An	 addi%onal	 $3,000	would	be	needed	 to	have	his	
crew	conduct	a	controlled	burn	during	the	rainy	months	as	
the	most	efficient	way	to	remove	large	piles	of	dead	wood	
at	the	top	of	the	ravine.	Another	$2,000	would	be	used	to	
film	and	edit	the	process	to	create	a	visual	model	of	how	a	
small	 community	bands	 together	 to	 tackle	a	common	high	
fire	risk	area.		

Sec%on	V.	Benefit	and	Success	of	Project	
The	 benefit?	 A	 safer	 neighborhood	 where	 there	 is	 less	
chance	of	fire.	A`er	individual	property	owners	have	taken	
on	hardening	their	homes	it’s	only	logical	the	next	step	is	to	
enlist	 outside	 resources	 like	 Circuit	 Riders	 to	 tackle	 a	
dangerous	 ravine	 that	 threatens	 us	 all.	 The	 success	would	
include	 a	 video	 documenta%on	 of	 the	 process	 so	 other	
communi%es	can	see	how	it	was	done	here!	

Sec%on	VI.	Project	Scalability	
By	documen%ng	this	process	through	photos,	video,	and	paperwork	we	show	how	to	write	the	
grant,	 contact	 the	neighbors	 for	buy-in,	get	photos	 taken	before,	during	and	a`er	 the	project	
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and	documen%ng	through	video	the	Circuit	Riders	actually	cleaning	the	canyon.	Document	the	
costs,	 the	 challenges,	 and	 the	 results	 so	 that	 others	 have	 a	 template	 to	 tackle	 other	 similar	
canyons	throughout	the	area	and	beyond.	

Sec%on	VII.	Addi%onal	Informa%on	
As	men%oned	above,	a	grant	 from	the	2021	Vegeta%on	Management	Project	would	also	help	
fund	a	 video	presenta%on	 to	be	used	 to	 teach	others	on	what	our	neighborhood	did	 step	by	
step	to	protect	not	just	our	homes,	but	the	surrounding	area	as	well.	We	have	begun	filming	the	
process,	 collec%ng	 photo	 documenta%on	 and	 stories,	 including	 ones	 we	 hope	 to	 get	 from	
individual	 Circuit	 Rider’s.	 There	 are	 three	 story	 lines	 to	 follow:	 The	MAP	 Your	 Neighborhood	
process,	Circuit	Riders	process	and	the	Fire	Departments	assistance	 in	helping	 this	area	move	
forward.	This	video	project	to	be	completed	by	May	2022.		

Sec%on	VIII.	Agreement	Terms	
The	 Champs	 De	 Elysees	 Emergency	 Preparedness	 Group	 is	 willing	 to	 accept	 the	 agreement	
terms	from	the	County	of	Sonoma,	Ag	and	Open	Space	District	and	the	Circuit	Riders	with	no	
excep%ons.	

Sec%on	IX.	California	Environmental	Quality	Act	Compliance	
This	 project	 is	 exempt	 under	 15304	 -	 minor	 altera%ons	 to	 the	 land	 for	 the	 purpose	 of	 fuel	
management	 and	 15269	 (c)	 because	 the	 project	 is	 necessary	 to	 prevent	 or	 mi%gate	 an	
emergency.		
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The	Tes&monials  
		Having	lived	on	Champs	for	32	years,	I	
would	like	to	say	that	clearing	out	that	
Ravine	will	provide	my	family	and	me	an	
extra	measure	of	security	–	and	peace	of	
mind!		In	an	ac%ve	fire	situa%on,	that	sort	
of	geographical	feature	could	be	like	a	
wick	right	up	the	middle	of	the	en%re	hill!		
If	it	can	be	well	cleared	out,	it	should	make	
a	big	difference	for	the	possibility	of	saving	
many	homes,	and	even	more	importantly:		
lives!		
—	Karen	Lehman,	Crea've	Director		
at	Redwood	Empire	Stereocasters	
		I’ve	lived	on	Champs	De	Elysees	for	
almost	34	years.	I’m	a	self-employed	
graphic	designer,	working	from	home.	
Clearing	fire	fuel	from	The	Ravine	will	
certainly	improve	our	chances	should	a	
fire	roar	through	the	neighborhood.	If	we	
receive	a	grant	and	have	this	area	cleared,	
I	also	think	it	will	help	galvanize	our	
beloved	community,	raise	awareness	and	
encourage	similar	private	projects.		
—	Lynn	Newton,	Graphic	Designer	
		I	have	lived	at	the	top	sec%on	of	The	
Ravine	for	almost	30	years	and	while	I	
have	always	enjoyed	the	liule	mini-park	
sefng	filled	with	trees,	I	have	always	been	
afraid	it	will	catch	on	fire.	In	the	past	few	
years,	this	feeling	has	reached	epic	propor%ons.	Last	year	we	paid	a	guy	to	get	rid	of	the	
blackberry	bushes	but	now	we	have	a	big	pile	of	brush	sifng	in	the	bouom.	Solving	the	
problem	of	having	a	big	fire	source	behind	our	house	is	much	bigger	than	we	can	solve	and	am	
glad	that	perhaps	brush	professionals	could	help	rec%fy	this	situa%on!	—	Pa0	Brunelle,	
Photographer/Teacher	
		I	have	lived	in	my	house	at	the	top	of	The	Ravine	since	1980.	Over	the	years	I	have	seen	The	
Ravine	change	in	so	many	ways.	It	has	had	buckeye,	fig,	oak	and	bay	trees;	blackberry,	poison	
oak,	grasses,	wildflowers,	Scotch	broom	(and	people’s	trash,	like	%res).		
		I	have	removed	much	of	the	more	flammable	vegeta%on	closest	to	my	house	either	at	my	own	
hand	or	hired.	It	is	too	much	for	me	to	now	handle	this	physically	or	financially.	There	are	plenty	
of	dead	trees	that	need	to	be	removed	or,	at	least,	in	part.		
		I	have	also	been	fascinated	with	the	varied	wildlife	there:	squirrels,	raccoons,	foxes,	mountain	
lions,	possums,	hawks,	many	kinds	of	birds	and	(rumored-one-%me)	a	bear.		
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		Fire	is	always	on	my	mind	for	a	poten%al	fire	in	The	
Ravine	during	the	almost	year	‘round	wildfire	season.		
The	Ravine	and	adjacent	road	(with	much	overhanging	
flammable	vegeta%on)	backs	up	to	many	other	
proper%es	that	a	fire	would	threaten,	as	well.	They	are	
also	a	good	escape	route	on	foot	if	a	fire	prevented	
escape	on	the	main	roads.	
		I	enthusias%cally	support	the	effort	to	obtain	a	grant	to	
help	alleviate	the	fire	danger	down	The	Ravine	and	road.	
—	Janet	Zagoria,	Web	Design	&	Marke'ng	
		My	family	and	I	moved	to	the	Champs	Hill	in	1984,	

when	our	children	were	7	and	10	years	old.	We	immediately	fell	in	love	with	our	home,	
neighborhood,	the	wild	life,	choice	of	walking	routes	and	the	excep%onal	views	from	the	top	of	
the	hill.	
		Both	children	auended	Forestville	Elementary	School	and	graduated	from	the	high	school.	The	
school	bus	would	pick	them	up	at	the	bouom	of	Champs	every	morning	and	drop	them	off	in	
the	a`ernoons.	It	is	a	1/2	mile	long	windy	hill	walk	to	our	house;	instead,	they	would	scramble	
up	The	Ravine	trail	from	the	bouom	of	Champs	to	the	top.	And	then	regale	us	with	stories	
about	what	they	had	seen	and	done	along	the	way.		
		It	has	been	many	years	since	my	son	and	daughter	walked	that	path,	but	it	maintains	its	
significance	all	these	years	later.	Neighbors	traverse	it	s%ll	and	during	the	now	lengthier	fire	
season,	we	discuss	it	as	a	needed	escape	route,	as	well	as	a	poten%al	fire	hazard	due	to	its	
prolific	ladder	fuel.		
		I	strongly	support	the	effort	to	clean	up	the	fallen	debris	with	a	grant	from	the	Vegeta%on	
Management	Project.	This	would	offer	an	addi%onal	escape	route	and	greater	peace	of	mind	for	
the	many	folks	who	reside	here	in	the	event	of	a	needed	evacua%on.		
—	Mallory	Gerard,	Re'red,	Santa	Rosa	Public	Health	Department	Program	Manager	
		I	am	wri%ng	in	support	of	the	grant	proposal	for	fire-hardening	The	Ravine	that	runs	between	
Farrell	and	Champs	in	Forestville.	We	have	enjoyed	our	%me	on	Champs	for	20	years	and	have	
o`en	wondered	how	to	permissibly	access	this	overgrown	Ravine	(and	the	one	across	the	street	
from	us)	in	order	to	clean	up	vegeta%on	to	reduce	fire	hazards.	Our	neighborhood	is	one	that	
has	typically	looked	out	for	one	another,	including	organizing	emergency	preparedness	groups.	
Many	of	us	have	cleaned	up	overgrown	vegeta%on	on	our	proper%es	to	reduce	fire	hazard.	
Cleaning	up	The	Ravine	would	be	an	addi%onal	step	in	fire	safety	on	our	hill.	Thank	you	for	your	
considera%on.		
—	Doug	Basinger,	Re'red,	Biotech	&	Pharmaceu'cal	Global	Clinical	Supply	Chain	
		As	residents	of	the	Farrell	Drive	hamlet	in	the	ridge	just	above	the	Chateau	Thierry	Ravine,	we	
can	wholeheartedly	agree	with	the	removal	of	fuel	and	crea%ng	defensible	space	in	The	Ravine.	
The	Champs	de	Elysees	neighborhood	has	about	200	residences,	quite	a	few	of	us	are	senior	
ci%zens	with	health	issues,	living	on	a	fixed	income.	Any	work	that	could	be	done	to	make	our	
neighborhood	safer	from	wildfires	is	appreciated.	—	Joe	&	Karen	Aus?n	
		I	have	lived	in	the	Champs	neighborhood	for	23	years.	I	support	the	grant	proposal	for	The	
Ravine	clean	up	to	reduce	fire	fuel	in	our	hillside	neighborhood.	This	area	is	comprised	of	a	
diverse	group	of	all	aged	families	and	individuals.	It	is	also	a	%ghtly	fiued	area.	Meaning	the	
roads	tend	to	be	narrow	and	%ght.	The	property	lines	o`en	are	as	well,	with	houses	close	
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together	in	proximity.	Not	to	men%on	the	%ghtly	knit	
community	of	long	and	shorter	termed	neighbors.	I	am	
certain	this	proposal	would	benefit	the	en%re	area	even	
beyond	the	general	neighborhood.		
—	Ronn	Valent,	Council	on	Aging	
		I	am	a	resident	of	Champs	De	Elysees;	I	have	lived	here	for	
14	years.	I	have	great	concern	for	fire	safety	in	our	
wonderful	neighborhood.	The	risk	increases	every	year	due	
to	the	change	in	climate	and	lack	of	rain.	It	seems	that	the	
fire	seasons	come	earlier	than	previous	years.	We	are	
blessed	to	have	wooded	nature	and	beauty	in	our	yards,	
but	everyone	and	their	homes	are	at	risk	when	it	comes	to	fire	danger.	We	have	removed	many	
trees	and	brush	on	our	property	to	do	our	part	and	keep	the	risk	down,	but	it’s	only	a	small	part	
and	we	need	others	to	help	by	doing	their	part.	It	would	be	a	great	asset	to	have	areas	in	our	
neighborhood	cleaned	up	of	debris	that	could	cause	greater	risk	during	fire	season.		
—	Billy	Phenix	
		As	residents	of	the	Farrell	Drive	hamlet	in	the	ridge	just	above	the	Chateau	Thierry	Ravine,	we	
can	wholeheartedly	agree	with	the	removal	of	fuel	and	crea%ng	defensible	space	in	The	Ravine.		
		I	have	lived	here	for	28	years,	I’ve	done	my	best	to	clean	up	around	our	property	but	nature	
takes	over	and	I	can’t	keep	up.		
		The	Champs	De	Elysees	neighborhood	has	about	200	residences.	Any	work	that	could	be	done	
to	make	our	neighborhood	safer	from	wildfires	is	appreciated.		
—	Mike	and	Tara	Orr	
		Having	our	ravine	cleared	of	%mber,	brush	and	other	hazards	would	be	a	valuable	project,	not	
only	to	the	immediate	residents	it	borders,	but	to	the	whole	community.	This	gully	has	a	vital	
walking	and	escape	route	for	pedestrians	needing	to	gain	access	to	the	lower	hillside.	It	also	is	a		
PG&E	access	road	that	has	several	power	poles	supplying	electricity	and	communica%ons	to	a	
great	number	of	residents.	—	Nick	Colley,	Chateau	Thierry	Resident	Since	2007	
		We’ve	lived	adjacent	to	this	Ravine	for	19	years,	use	the	access	road	regularly	to	reach	the	top	
of	Orchard	Extension	for	weekly	walks	around	the	upper	Champs	neighborhood.	Over	%me	
we’ve	seen	the	fire	hazard	in	that	canyon	increase	to	where	we’ve	become	alarmed	at	the	risk	it	
poses	to	dozens	of	homes.	Dead	and	dying	Bay	trees	have	fallen	in	that	Ravine	whose	branches	
provide	ladder	fuel.	S%ck	Bays	act	as	matches	to	make	the	situa%on	worse.	If	a	fire	were	to	run	
up	that	canyon	it	could	easily	wipe	out	70	or	more	homes.	With	narrow	one	lane	streets	and	
only	one	way	out	many	families	could	be	trapped,	plus	an	evacua%on	could	make	it	almost	
impossible	for	fire	trucks	to	get	to	the	top	of	the	hill.	It	seems	far	beuer	to	decrease	our	risk	
while	we	can.	A	grant	to	hire	Circuit	Riders	to	clear	this	hazard	would	protect	our	neighborhood	
and	beyond.	—	Lucy	and	Bob	Hardcastle,	Nazielle	Road	
		The	ravine	below	Nazielle	and	Farrell	is	a	major	fire	hazard.	My	home	on	Champs	des	Femmes,	
just	below	the	top	of	Champs	De	Elysees,	is	situated	right	over	a	canyon/ravine.	It	is	filled	with	
firs,	bays,	pines	and	oaks	and	is	literally	packed	with	fuel.	The	bays	are	like	Roman	candles,	
wai%ng	to	go	off.	Living	as	I	do	on	the	edge	of	the	canyon,	I’ve	done	all	I	can	to	create	defensible	
space,	cufng	down	a	number	of	trees	and	virtually	all	the	bays,	plus	removing	all	debris	right	
down	to	my	property	line.	My	property	has	been	trimmed	and	mowed	right	to	the	dirt	and	
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much	of	the	dry	grasses	have	been	removed.	But	it	s%ll	
isn’t	nearly	enough.	Unless	the	most	flammable	trees—
the	bays	and	s%ck	bays	and	dying	trees—plus	the	brush	on	
the	forest	floor	are	removed,	all	of	our	best	efforts	are,	for	
all	intents	and	purposes,	ineffectual.		
		I	understand	there	is	grant	money	for	these	kinds	of	fire-
hardening	efforts.	It	is	my	sincere	hope	you	will	give	those	
of	us	impacted	by	these	high-risk	fire	condi%ons	the	grant	
money	to	go	ahead	and	hire	Circuit	Riders	to	do	the	much	
needed	work	here.	In	the	event	of	the	unthinkable,	it	

could	make	the	cri%cal	difference.		
Thanks	for	your	considera%on	in	this	crucial	mauer.	—	Yours,	Brian	Whistler	&	Melissa	Chianta	
		This	Ravine	in	the	back	of	my	property	is	a	very	real	fire	threat	to	many	homes	in	this	
neighborhood.	I	totally	support	the	removal	of	dead	trees	and	brush	from	this	area.	Thank	you	
for	your	considera%on.	—	Sherry	Mills	
		I’ve	lived	towards	the	bouom	of	that	Ravine	for	over	20	years.	There	is	a	lot	of	dead	wood	in	
The	Ravine	and	with	how	dry	it’s	been	many	of	us	are	worried	about	fire	danger.	Some	of	us	are	
elderly	and	don’t	have	the	ability	to	fix	this	problem	on	our	own.	Thank	you	for	considering	us.
—	Holly	Junemann	
		I	live	in	the	upper	hills	of	Forestville	on	a	beau%ful	teeny	%ny	road	with	my	wife	Jo,	our	two	
year	old	son	Fela,	and	our	cat	Bhagsu.	
		Fire	has	become	a	bigger	part	of	the	lives	of	everyone	living	out	west.	But	our	road	is	narrow,	
and	because	it	is	one	of	the	most	affordable	parts	of	Sonoma	County,	there	are	a	lot	of	people	
squeezed	into	the	small	homes	along	the	windy	lane.	That	means	a	lot	of	cars,	and	not	a	lot	of	
space.		
		The	rewards	for	living	here	are	many.	From	our	home	we	have	commanding	views	to	the	East,	
and	we	look	out	over	oaks,	redwoods,	Douglas	firs	and	madrones.	Everyone	knows	one	another	
on	this	road,	and	we	o`en	walk	and	chat.	And	there	are	SO	MANY	CHILDREN!	In	the	two	years	
surrounding	my	son’s	birth,	we	counted	over	12	babies	born	to	the	families	in	this	small	but	
close-knit	neighborhood.		
		Each	year	we	brace	ourselves	for	fire	season,	and	each	year	the	neighborhood	talks	about	how	
if	we	were	caught	up	here,	there	would	be	no	escape.	The	family	next	door	have	two	year	old	
twins;	they	lost	their	previous	home	in	the	Tubbs	fire.	Even	though	our	kids	are	%ghtly	bonded,	
they	are	making	the	sad	decision	to	sell	their	home	because	they	cannot	bear	another	fire	
season,	wondering	if	they	will	be	able	to	get	out	down	the	narrow	road	in	an	emergency.		
		There	is	a	rumor	of	a	grant	available	to	do	some	wildland	management.	Please	consider	this	a	
plea	for	any	support	possible	to	keep	our	precious	neighborhood	safe.	—	Banyan	Gallagher	
		I	am	ren%ng	on	Farrell	Drive	with	my	girlfriend.	We	recently	moved	in	and	love	it	here	but	the	
threat	of	fire	looking	out	our	back	windows	into	The	Ravine	is	always	on	our	mind.	The	50’	bay	
trees	are	draped	in	ivy	that	hangs	from	the	canopy	all	the	way	to	the	steep	forest	floor	and	
without	special	equipment	and	skilled	labor	we	have	no	way	of	managing	the	issue	or	providing	
defensible	space.	In	the	case	of	a	wildfire	I	think	our	rented	space	would	be	sure	to	burn	and	
put	surrounding	proper%es	and	lives	at	risk.	—	Forrest	Brown	
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I	live	on	Farrell	Drive	and	own	
the	property.	I	would	support	
The	Ravine	clean	up	to	reduce	
fire	risk.	I	assume	that	if	there	
are	property	owners	involved	
that	they	are	on	board	with	the	
proposal.	—	Bob	Flagg	
		I’m	wri%ng	in	support	of	the	
Fire	Risk	Grant	to	help	clean	up	
The	Ravine	below	Farrell	and	
Nazielle	in	Forestville.	The	
Ravine	is	directly	below	where	I	
live	and	the	area	does	impact	
our	property.	Please	consider	
our	request	to	help	make	our	
neighborhood	safer.		
—	Linda	Shelp	
		I	live	on	Farrell	Drive	in	
Forestville.	With	the	increased	
frequency	of	wildfires	in	West	
Sonoma	County	in	the	last	few	
years,	we	have	undertaken	the	
work	of	removing	a	number	of	
trees	from	the	back	of	our	
property	this	spring	in	order	to	
create	a	defensible	space.	But	
we	are	only	able	to	clear	what	is	
on	our	property	and	there	is	a	
substan%al	accumula%on	of	fuel	
in	The	Ravine	below	Farrell	that	
I	cannot	remove.	Removal	of	
downed	trees	would	help	to	
protect	my	house,	as	well	as	
those	of	my	neighbors,	from	any	further	wildfires	that	could	threaten	this	neighborhood.		
—	Colin	MacLauchlan	
		I	live	off	Champs	De	Elysees	very,	very	close	to	the	ravine	below	Farrell	and	Nazielle,	which		
seems	very	threatening	in	the	face	of	fire	season.	There	are	dying	trees	and	much	brush	that	
would	present	extreme	danger	in	this	very	dry	climate	and	heat.	We	would	greatly	appreciate	
help.	Thank	you	so	much.	—	Susan	Katz


